PIAN DEI CAVALLI:
10.000 YEARS OF HISTOR

Museo della Via Spluga
e della Val San Giacomo




PIAN DEI CAVALLI CONSTITUTES
AN UNIQUE AREA FORITS ASPECTS IN

ARCHEOLOGY ENVIRONMENT
PALEOANTHROPOLOGY
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Museo della Via Spluga
e della Val San Giacomo

VALLESPLUGA WAS THE ONLY
POINT IN THE ALPS

NOT EXPLORED
ARCHAEOLOGICALLY

THE PROF. FRANCESCO FEDELE
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NAPLES
DECIDED TO CARRY OUT HIS
RESEARCHES HERE TO FILL THE
GAP BETWEEN THE EASTERN AND
WESTERN ALPS




A R C H E o L o G Y e della Val San Giacome
WHY HERE IN VALLESPLUGA?

PROF. FEDELE DECIDED TO LOOK FOR A KARST AREA SINCE
THE PH OF THE LIMESTONE ROCKS WOULD HAVE FAVORED
THE PRESERVATION OF ORGANIC MATERIALS SUCH AS BONES




A R C H Eo LOGY e della Vol San Gidcomo
WHY HERE IN VALLESPLUGA?

FURTHERMORE, THE APPEARANCE AND BEAUTY OF THE
LANDSCAPE (MADE UP OF SINKHOLES, SMALL CAVES AND
LANDMARKS) MIGHT HAVE INTRIGUED PREHISTORIC MANS
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THE EXCAVATIONS

THE EXCAVATION CAMPAIGN STARTED WITH A MAPPING

OPERATION OF THE TERRITORY.
I'T WAS PAID ATTENTION TO ANY CHARACTERISTICS OF THE

SOIL AND ANOMALIES CREATED BY MAN

©

DIGGING IN HIGH MOUNTAIN IS EASIER THANKS TO THE LITTLE
SEDIMENTATION AND EROSION EFFECT THAT ALLOWS REMAINS
TO STAY ON THE SURFACE OR UNDER A FEW CENTIMETERS OF

SOIL

®




ARCHEOLOGY ML
THE EXCAVATIONS

ON AUGUST 1986 IT WAS DISCOVERED THE FIRST CHIPPED FLINT
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THE EXCAVATIONS

° ON AUGUST 1986 IT WAS DISCOVERED THE FIRST CHIPPED FLINT

ITION OF PROF. FEDELE WAS CORRECT.

° THE INTU
CONSEQ

JENTLY IT STARTED A 6 YEAR CAMPAIGN FOR 6000

HOURS OF WORK IN A 18 KILOMETERS SQUARED AREA

° 27 ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES WERE DISCOVERED, MANY

BELONGE

(BETWEEN 7.000 AND 10.000 YEARS AGO)

D TO THE FINAL STAGE OF THE PALEOLITHIC ERA




ARCHEOLOGY VARV
THE EXCAVATIONS

e della Val San Giacomo
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ARCHEOLOGY

HOW DID ARCHAEOLOGISTS
DISCOVERED PREHISTORIC TRACES?

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS
IDENTIFIED WERE MAINLY MADE
OF FLINT AND QUARTZ
CRYSTALS

SLIVER OF CRYSTAL

QUARTZ
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HOW DID ARCHAEOLOGISTS
DISCOVERED PREHISTORIC TRACES?

THESE TYPE OF STONES ARE NOT PRESENT IN THE AREA: WHICH
IMPLIES AN ACTIVE TRANSPORT BY HUMANS AND THEIR

PROCESSING TRACES CONFIRM THE ANTHROPOGENIC ORIGINS
OF THESE MATERIALS

RESEARCHES HAVE ALSO LED TO MORE RECENT DISCOVERIES

DATING BACK TO 6.500 AND 3.500 YEARS AGO AND SOME FROM
MIDDLE AGES
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PALEOANTHROPOLOGY MUVLS
o Gea Val San Glasomo

WHO WERE THE MANS
THAT LIVED IN THE VALLEY?

HALF OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES DISCOVERED BELONG TO
THE MESOLITHIC, WHICH IS THE PERIOD OF THE LAST HUNTERS-
GATHERERS MANS OF THE STONE AGE

THESE MANS BEGAN TO VENTURE INTO THE ALPS ONCE THE
GLACIATION ENDED, BETWEEN 7.500 AND 10.500 YEARS AGO
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PALEOANTHROPOLOGY MUVLS
& doka vial Stin Glasomo

THE MESOLITHIC MAN

THE MESOLITHIC MAN FROM PIAN DEI CAVALLI IS PLACED BETWEEN
A PHYSICAL AND CULTURAL BORDER, SINCE THEY BELONG TO
THE LAST REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PALEOLITHIC CULTURE

° PHYSICAL: BECAUSE THE PLACE IS LOCATED IN A MARGINAL
AND IMPERVIOUS AREA
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PALEOANTHROPOLOGY MUY,

THE MESOLITHIC MAN

o PHYSICAL: BECAUSE THE PLACE IS LOCATED IN A MARGINAL
AND IMPERVIOUS AREA
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PALEOANTHROPOLOGY MUVLS
& doka vial Stin Glasomo

THE MESOLITHIC MAN

° CULTURAL: THESE MANS ARE CHARACTERIZED BY SEMI-NOMAD
POPULATIONS OF HUNTERS DIVIDED INTO SMALL GROUPS OF TEN
PEOPLE THAT WERE ABLE TO BUILD:

© SESONAL SHELTERS WITH LEATHER AWNINGS
© ArRROWS

© SEWING NEEDLES

© SCRAPERS FOR WORKING THE LEATHER

© KNIVES WITH BONES OR WOOD HANDLES




PALEOANTHROPOLOGY

THE MESOLITHIC MAN




PALEOANTHROPOLOGY NG

THE MESOLITHIC MAN

° PROBABLY THEY WERE USED TO WEAR CLOTHES SIMILAR TO
THOSE OF CURRENT ARTIC POPULATIONS

















































